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PLATTSBURGH -- A former senior officer with U.S. Customs and Border Protection in Champlain is alleging he is the victim of a string of anti-Semitic incidents.


Brian Israel, 44, a Jewish man who was born in Montreal and now lives in Champlain, said he was fired from his post last July on three charges: "lack of candor," "failed to follow supervisory instruction" and "conduct unbecoming of an officer."


Israel has challenged the dismissal at a U.S. Merit Systems Protection Board hearing, claiming it was racially motivated.


RACIAL SLURS


Israel said his workplace at the Champlain border crossing was the site of racist incidents, including other officers allegedly sticking a swastika and Nazi SS lightning bolts on his locker door.


"I was fired because of anti-Semitism: big Jew, big problem; no Jew, no problem," Israel said this week.


Israel said he endured commands from superior officers that included racial slurs.
On one occasion, Israel claims, a supervisor pointed to Heiman's Bus Service as it approached the American border and told him:


"There's the Hanukah Harry Bus; those are your people. You go clear that bus. You deal with them."


On another occasion, Israel said, another supervisor told him:


"There's the Jew cruiser, Israel. Maybe you'll get lucky and get yourself a bride, because you need one."


Both supervisors were named in a recent hearing at Customs and Border Patrol Headquarters in Swanton, Vt., according to Andy Ramirez, president of an advocacy group called Friends of the Border Patrol, based in Chino, Calif, who attended it.


Ramirez said in a telephone interview: "One of the things we learned during the course of this is there is a bus of Hasidic Jews that enters the U.S. on Thursdays, between 10 and 11 p.m., that has been called: Rotten Meat Express, Smelly Bus, Harry Christmas Ride, Jew Cruiser, Jew Clipper, Curley Cue and Hannukah Harry."


Ramirez said several senior officers were named in conjunction with the racist remarks.


Heiman's Bus is a service run primarily for members of the Orthodox Jewish faith between Montreal and New York City.


NO AGENCY RESPONSE


U.S. Customs and Border Protection spokesman Kevin Corsaro was out of the office Wednesday, but officials in New York said the agency could not comment, due to the Privacy Act, until the administrative judge renders a decision.


Israel said he cannot sue the U.S. government for money and is merely looking to be reinstated.


Ronald H. Tonkin, an attorney with the National Association of Federal Agents based in Houston, is defending Israel.


Tonkin said 19 people testified at the hearing in Swanton in a process that lasted three days.


Administrative Judge JoAnn M. Ruggiero conducted the hearing out of New York City via teleconferencing, Tonkin said.


DATES BACK YEARS


Ramirez said information revealed at the hearing dated racist actions against Israel to 1999.


"I specifically heard testimony that there is a file that goes back to 1999 that specifically discusses Israel's incident with a swastika put on his locker. I find this very disturbing because Brian and his family are very up front and open about their experience with the Nazi Holocaust; his mother and her dependents are ... survivors of the Holocaust," Ramirez said. 


"The FBI should have been brought in because these are hate crimes."
Ramirez characterized Customs and Border Protection officers as "always terrified" of reporting or discussing racism or other incidents of harassment for fear of retaliation for creating controversy. 


"And these are the very folks we're entrusting for our national security."


DOCUMENT DEADLINE

Final documents in Israel's case are to be filed by March 31, Tonkin said.


A 90-page report on the anti-Semitic incidents, submitted by a Border Protection union official, was not included at the hearing, Tonkin said.


"The agency failed to include this in their response. It was required to include this in their filing. They also failed to provide relevant information in our discovery procedure."


He said a record of the hearing was captured on audiotape, but he and Israel didn't receive a transcript and didn't feel that would be forthcoming anytime soon.
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